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Pastor Re’uben Drebenstedt, director
Dear friends, shalom,
If you want to join our PRAYER TEAM and receive
regular e‐mail ministry news reports plus needed prayer
for people we witness to please sign up to receive our
Newsletter on our web page www.menorah.org
Yesterday while talking with an Ultra‐Orthodox Jewish man it
proved true just how important it is to know the Bible, historical
facts of Israel—the Jewish people and particularly the Tanakh (Old
Testament). It proved very important in my witness to this man as
he began to see starting in Genesis 3:15 the first mention of the
Messiah for all of mankind and of his virgin birth. After all, the plan
of God’s redemption and salvation of mankind rests in His Word
and is traceable in history via prophecy of the Messiah. This testi‐
mony of God’s “love for all” is His grace and mercy towards an un‐
deserving mankind.
So… is Jesus this fulfillment? According to Jewish Scripture (the
whole Bible but particularly the Tanakh‐OT) He is the only one ful‐
filling Biblical prophecy and historical fact! Please see our informa‐
tion about this at:
www.menorah.org/54ReasonsWhyYeshuaIsTheMessiah.pdf
Also, I once again saw the value in talking about eternal life with
God versus not with God and the plan of salvation in the Messiah,
not letting him side step off into some other discussion. Or what I
call “Rabbinic Yah Yah”. I limited our talk to only the Old testament
and to not include any other Jewish texts like the Talmud or Jewish
scholars. However a good source to use for witnessing on such
Jewish material is:
www.menorah.org/torahand.html
My conversation lasted about 1.5 hours with him wanting to
spend some more time with me the next day. Pray for Joseph. A lot
of information on why Jesus Christ is the only Messiah and way to
be able to spend eternity with God is given at the bottom of this
page. Praise the Lord!
Don’t be afraid, know His Word and trust the Lord. Do all you
can to present yourself to God as someone worthy of his approval,
as a worker with no need to be ashamed, because he deals straight‐
forwardly with the Word of the Truth.
II Timothy 2:15
God bless you and thank you for your
prayers and support,

?

Who Has The “Correct” Messiah
“Real” Yeshua, Isa, Jesus?
Jews, Christians, Muslims, Others?
www.menorah.org/therealjesus.html
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G OD ’ S F AITHFULNESS
by Donna Drebenstedt, co‐director
You are to remember the way Adonai has led
you… humbling and testing you in order to
know what is in your heart. Deuteronomy 8:2
Was God asking us to shake the Denver University dust off
our sandals and move on or was He going to keep the door
open beyond Menorah’s 18 year DU Ministry on that cam‐
pus? This question lingered in our hearts since April 2012.
We asked God to show us what to do and He graciously
provided us with Christian attorneys, Jim Rouse and the
Rutherford Institute. We went forward in faith and took DU
to court for breaking our 18 year old ‘Settlement Agree‐
ment’. See Page 7.
We are still Praising God 15 months later! He has blessed
Menorah once again by causing DU to ‘settle out of court’
just before the trial date. With grateful hearts we look for‐
ward to returning to this private university campus in Sep‐
tember! Thank you for your prayers as we plan to get our
DU sandals very dusty! We pray you will continue to stand
with us in prayer and support for the salvation of many stu‐
dents, faculty and staff, for their hearts to be turned toward
Continued on p.2
their Creator in repentance!
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G OD ’ S F AITHFULNESS
by Donna Drebenstedt, co‐director
Our summer has also been busy preparing for the
new campus outreaches this Fall! Menorah’s Campus
Club student officers at Auraria have already put everything in
order on this huge campus downtown. We had a good time talk‐
ing over plans with them at a recent Mission House backyard
BBQ!
Menorah’s JESUS FOR JEWS‐JESUS FOR ALL Tent Ministry and
Street Evangelism has been great summer fun! The whole world
comes to the Denver area! We meet them on the streets, at our
Tent Ministries, the college campuses, our Mission Restaurant
and in our neighborhood. Sharing the Good News of Jesus/
Yeshua with such a wide variety of people is very exciting!
Praise God the Mission restaurant continues to give out hun‐
dreds of the Gospel of John and Gospel tracts each month. We
are grateful God continues to use us there as His ambassadors!
See page 8 for photos of the Tent Ministry where Reuben
spent a long time with Salom from Israel. Salom is a young
Druze man who was very open to hearing the Gospel! I spent an
MESSIAH OF THE LINAGE OF SOLOMON & HEZEKIAH
The essence of Nathan's prophecy is that David's son
will build the Lord's house, and the Lord will establish
his throne forever. (1) Solomon, David's son from Bath‐
sheba, fulfilled part of the prophecy by building a house for the
Lord in Jerusalem. It took seven years to build this awesome
structure. (2)
Although Solomon fulfilled part of Nathan's prophecy, there
was undoubtedly some hope that he or his immediate descen‐
dant could fulfill the remaining part of the prophecy through the
establishment of the eternal kingdom. However, those who had
appended their hopes to Solomon were soon bitterly disap‐
pointed. Solomon departed from the ways of God. He not only
married many wives, which the Torah forbids, but the wives that
he married were mostly idol worshippers. He built for them altars
and high places in the city of Jerusalem, so that they could wor‐
ship, burn incense and sacrifice to their gods. (3) Then he de‐
parted from the Lord God. He began to follow after "Ashtoreth,
the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom, the abomination
of the Ammonites."(4) The psalmist speaks of the character of
the promised Son of David, who would sit on the throne forever.
"He shall judge the poor of the people, he shall save the children
of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor."(5)
Yet, Solomon became an oppressor himself, whose burden‐
some taxes the people abhorred. After his death, the people ap‐
proached his son Rehoboam and asked that he make their yoke
lighter. (6) When Rehoboam refused, (7) the kingdom split, and
he lost ten of the tribes of Israel. (8) The Promised One who
would sit on the throne of David forever was the Messiah. Ac‐
cording to the Psalmist, he is to be everlasting, (9) he is to be
compassionate; (10) he is to cause joy and blessing. He is to bring
peace to the hearts of the people. (11) Messiah's influence was
even to be extended to the Gentile peoples, (12) and he would
provide well for their physical needs. (13) His name is everlasting,
appointed by God before the sun was created, (14) and his per‐
son is glorious. (15) Solomon did not fit this description of the

hour with Joyce who asked me questions about ‘Evangelicals’. It
was fun to clear up so many misconceptions and also share the
‘real’ Gospel with her! A. J. told me he was a Buddhist but his
tender heart was very open to the Gospel. He and many others
were excited to listen to God’s truth and took literature.
Our many volunteers this summer report similar conversations
which keeps us all motivated to want to be used by God and not
to be timid about His truths whether we are at public events, on
the streets or in our personal daily walk! Romans 1:16‐17a
Working outside our mission house in the middle of Denver’s
Jewish community keeping our ‘light’ shinning is always impor‐
tant! We are on a corner, very visible to the Jewish walking com‐
munity! God continues to bring curious hearts to talk with and
sometimes even to attend our Bible studies! Pray for recent con‐
versations this summer with Penny, Rachel, Naomi, Jacob, Ziv
and Arnold. Barry came by a year ago and Reuben witnessed to
him. We met him recently while doing street ministry and he
told us he has left Buddhism and now is a Believer in Jesus!
PTL!!!
Thank you for your prayers and support!
Excited about Jesus/Yeshua, donna@menorah.org
promised One who was to sit upon the throne of David. None of
his descendants who served as kings in Israel could, either. None‐
theless, the people continued to hope for the One who would.
More than two centuries passed. Prophetically, additional de‐
tails were accumulated about this Son of David, Son of God. Ho‐
sea informed the people, however, that they would have a long
wait: For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a
king, and without a ‐‐‐ sacrifice ‐‐‐. Afterward shall the children of
Israel return, & seek the Lord, their God, and David, their king,
and shall fear the Lord & his goodness in the latter days. (16) The
faithful ones in Israel in each generation were no doubt wonder‐
ing whether the Promised One would come in their generation.
While they were waiting, Ahaz, an ungodly king arose. Ahaz was
challenged by God's servant Isaiah to heed God's Word and not
enter into alliances with the enemies of Israel. Ahaz refused. (17)
Isaiah tried hard to win over Ahaz and bring him to trust the Lord,
but Ahaz refused all signs from the Lord and, with hypocritical
piety, he declared: "I will not ask neither will I test the Lord."(18)
God rejected Ahaz because he was unworthy of God's miracles,
but God never‐the‐less gave a miraculous sign to the whole house
of David: Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign (19)
Behold, the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know
to refuse the evil, and choose the good. For before the child shall
know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou
abhorrest shall be forsaken by both her kings. (20)
Here, God promises a sign of a supernatural child, born of a
virgin (21) (Almah), who would carry the symbolic name Imman‐
uel ‐‐‐God with us. He would be the Promised King who would
not make alliances with Assyria. The mighty Assyrians would not
prevail because "Immanuel," and not Ahaz, would rule Israel. (22)
But soon after there was a dawning of a new day. Ahaz had a
son, Hezekiah, who ascended the throne. He was a righteous and
good king of great piety, and obedient to the Word of God.
Would Ahaz's son, the good king Hezekiah, be chosen of God to
fulfill these prophecies that had accumulated through God's
Cont. on p. 3
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MESSIAH OF THE LINAGE OF SOLOMON & HEZEKIAH
revelations from Adam to the prophet Isaiah. Doubt‐
less, many, if not most in Israel, hoped that Hezekiah
would be that king: indeed, some thought that he was.
The idea that Hezekiah was that Messiah probably prevailed for
awhile. One rabbi as late as the 1st century C.E. still maintained
this position: Rabbi Hillel maintained, Israel cannot expect Mes‐
siah any longer for they already enjoyed him in the time of king
Hezekiah. (23) None of Rabbi Hillel's colleagues agreed with him
and one exclaimed:
May God pardon Hillel, since he contra‐
dicts God's prophet Zechariah [who came centuries after Heze‐
kiah} who says, 'Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem; Behold thy king cometh unto thee...'
Hence, prophets like Zechariah, who prophesied after Hezekiah's
reign, looked forward to the Messiah. (24)
Part of Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled in Hezekiah's time. This
occurred when Damascus, the capital of Syria, was captured by
the Assyrians in 732 B.C.E. The ten northern tribes of Israel lost
their independence, and their capital was captured in 722 B.C.E.
Hence it came to pass that: ...[Before the child knew] to refuse
the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest [Syria
and Israel] [was] ... forsaken by both her kings. (25)
Another prophecy, in this same context, that the Assyrians
would besiege Jerusalem and conquer Judah, yet would still be
defeated, was fulfilled in the time of king Hezekiah.(26) Never
the less, Hezekiah could not satisfy the sign of the virgin birth,
and hence, with all his qualifications, he still comes up short. He
is not the one who was to be Messiah and fulfill the "Immanuel"
prophecy. The Talmudic rabbis did consider the possibility that
Hezekiah was the Messiah. In one Talmudic passage it is written:
'Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no
end' (Isa. 9:7). One may ask why in the Hebrew in the first word
lemarbe the letter mem, though in the middle of the word, is
written as a final mem? The answer is that the Holy, blessed be
He, considered the possibility of making Hezekiah Messiah ... .
(27)
The passage goes on to imply that Hezekiah was not the Mes‐
siah, and it explains that the closed mem signifies that the deci‐
sion concerning the Messiah was closed for now and postponed
to another time. (28)
RASHI also came to the conclusion that the Immanuel prophecy
could not refer to Hezekiah, because "if you count up the years

C REATION :
‘ WHERE’ S THE PROOF? ’
When the person you talk to on creation insists
that you ‘LEAVE THE BIBLE OUT OF IT’, they are really
saying the deck should be stacked one way. by Ken Ham
Over the years, many people have challenged me with a ques‐
tion like: ‘I’ve been trying to witness to my friends. They say they
don’t believe the Bible and aren’t interested in the stuff in it. They
want real proof that there’s a God who created, and then they’ll
listen to my claims about Christianity. What proof can I give them
without mentioning the Bible so they’ll start to listen to me?’
Briefly, my response is as follows:
Evidence Creationists and evolutionists, Christians and non‐
Christians all have the same evidence—the same facts. Think
about it: we all have the same earth, the same fossil layers, the

of Hezekiah you will find that Hezekiah was born nine years be‐
fore his father [Ahaz] ascended the throne." Hence, Hezekiah
was born nine years before the prophecy was given, and yet the
prophet says: "Behold, the virgin shall (future tense) conceive...
."(29) Although the rabbis considered the possibilities that Heze‐
kiah might be the Messiah, they decided against it. They recog‐
nized his attributes as designated by his name, Hezekiah, which
means "God made him strong."(30) God indeed strengthened
Israel through Hezekiah's reign. Although Hezekiah was of the
seed from which Messiah would come, and though Messiah‐like,
he did not meet the full qualifications of the Anointed Messiah
who would fulfill the Immanuel prophecy. Israel would have to
wait.
References for Chapter 10: (1) Chronicles l7:12 (2) Solomon's own pal‐
ace took 13 years to build and it perhaps was even more splendid than
the Lord's Temple. (I Kings 7) Israel was happy and proud of the dwelling
house of the Lord. The house of the Lord even attracted the attention of
foreign rulers (I Kings 8:41‐43) who depleted the temple riches. (II Kings
16:8) (3) I Kings 11:8 (4) II Kings 11:5 (5) Psalms 72:4 (6) kings 12:4 (7)
I Kings 12:13‐14 (8) I Kings 12:16‐20 (9) Psalms 72:5 (10) Psalms 72:12‐
13 (11) Psalms 72:6‐7 (12) Psalms 72:10 (13) Psalms 72:16 (14) "His
name shall endure forever; His name shall be continued as the
sun" (lifnei shemesh Yinon shemo) (Psalm 72:17) The School of Yanai
taught, "The name of Messiah is Yinon for it is written. lifnei shemesh
Yinon shemo; his name is Yinon before the sun was created." (Sanhedrin
98b) (15) Psalms 72:18‐19 (16) Hosea 3:4‐5 (17) II Kings 16:5‐7 (18)
Isaiah 7:12 (19) The word here in Hebrew is ot which is more of a won‐
derful sign or a miracle. For example, the ten plagues are described as
ot, as was the Rainbow for Noah. (20) Isaiah 7:14‐16 (21) The word
here in the Hebrew is almah. This word usually, if not always, refers to a
virgin. The 70 Greek Jewish scholars who translated the Holy Scriptures
into Greek in the third century B.C.E. translated almah into the Greek
word parthenos which means virgin. The equivalent term in the cognate
language to Hebrew, Ugaritic, also means virgin. (22) Isaiah 8:7‐10 (23)
Sanhedrin 99a (24) See also Haggai 2:6‐10; Malachi 3:1, 4:5. (25) Isaiah
7:16 (26) Isaiah 8:7‐8; 37:36‐37 (27) Sanhedrin 94a (28) Another Tal‐
mudic passage discusses the possibility that the son described in Isaiah
9:6 might refer to Hezekiah. However, the rabbis dismissed the possibil‐
ity. (Sanhedrin 94a) (29) RASHI actually expected the Messiah to appear
in 1352 C.E. or 1478 C.E. Abba Hillel Silver, Messianic Speculation in
Israel (MacMillan 1927) p. 66‐67 (30) In Hebrew hazak means strong
and yah means God (a short form of Jehovah).
What The Rabbis Know About The Messiah by Rachmiel Frydland.
Reprinted with permission of the Messianic Literature Outreach
www.messianicliterature.org

same animals and plants, the same stars—the facts are all the
same. The difference is in the way we all interpret the facts. And
why do we interpret facts differently? Because we start with
different presuppositions. These are things that are assumed to
be true, without being able to prove them. These then become
the basis for other conclusions. All reasoning is based on presup‐
positions (also called axioms). This becomes especially relevant
when dealing with past events.
Past and present We all exist in the present—and the facts
all exist in the present. When one is trying to understand how
the evidence came about (Where did the animals come from?
How did the fossil layers form? etc.), what we are actually trying
to do is to connect the past to the present.
However, if we weren’t there in the past to observe events,
how can we know what happened so we can explain Cont. on p 4
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the present? It would be great to have a time machine so we
could know for sure about past events. Christians of course
claim they do, in a sense, have a ‘time machine’. They have a
book called the Bible which claims to be the Word of God who
has always been there, and has revealed to us the major events
of the past about which we need to know. On the basis of these
events (Creation, Fall, Flood, Babel, etc.), we have a set of pre‐
suppositions to build a way of thinking which enables us to inter‐
pret the evidence of the present. Evolutionists have certain be‐
liefs about the past/present that they presuppose, e.g. no God
(or at least none who performed acts of special creation), so
they build a different way of thinking to interpret the evidence
of the present. Thus, when Christians and non‐Christians argue
about the evidence, in reality they are arguing about their inter‐
pretations based on their presuppositions.
That’s why the argument often turns into something like:
‘Can’t you see what I’m talking about?’
‘No, I can’t. Don’t you see how wrong you are?’
‘No, I’m not wrong. It’s obvious that I’m right.’
‘No, it’s not obvious.’ And so on.
These two people are arguing about the same evidence, but
they are looking at the evidence through different glasses. It’s
not until these two people recognize the argument is really
about the presuppositions they have to start with, that they will
begin to deal with the foundational reasons for their different
beliefs. A person will not interpret the evidence differently until
they put on a different set of glasses—which means to change
one’s presuppositions. I’ve found that a Christian who under‐
stands these things can actually put on the evolutionist’s glasses
(without accepting the presuppositions as true) and understand
how they look at evidence. However, for a number of reasons,
including spiritual ones, a non‐Christian usually can’t put on the
Christian’s glasses—unless they recognize the presuppositional
nature of the battle and are thus beginning to question their
own presuppositions. It is of course sometimes possible that
just by presenting ‘evidence’, you can convince a person that a
particular scientific argument for creation makes sense ‘on the
facts’. But usually, if that person then hears a different interpre‐
tation of the same evidence that seems better than yours, that
person will swing away from your argument, thinking they have
found ‘stronger facts’.
However, if you had helped the person to understand this is‐
sue of presuppositions, then they will be better able to recog‐
nize this for what it is—a different interpretation based on dif‐
fering presuppositions—i.e. starting beliefs. As a teacher, I
found that whenever I taught the students what I thought were
the ‘facts’ for creation, then their other teacher would just re‐
interpret the facts. The students would then come back to me
saying, ‘Well sir, you need to try again.’
However, when I learned to teach my students how we inter‐
pret facts, and how interpretations are based on our presupposi‐
tions, then when the other teacher tried to reinterpret the facts,
the students would challenge the teacher’s basic assumptions.
Then it wasn’t the students who came back to me, but the other
teacher! This teacher was upset with me because the students
wouldn’t accept her interpretation of the evidence and chal‐
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lenged the very basis of her thinking. What was happening was
that I had learned to teach the students how to think rather than
just what to think. What a difference that made to my class! I
have been overjoyed to find, sometimes decades later, some of
those students telling me how they became active, solid Chris‐
tians as a result.
Debate terms If one agrees to a discussion without using the
Bible as some people insist, then they have set the terms of the
debate. In essence these terms are: ‘Facts’ are neutral. How‐
ever, there are no such things as ‘brute facts’; all facts are inter‐
preted. Once the Bible is eliminated in the argument, then the
Christians’ presuppositions are gone, leaving them unable to
effectively give an alternate interpretation of the facts. Their
opponents then have the upper hand as they still have their pre‐
suppositions.
Truth can/should be determined independent of God. How‐
ever, the Bible states: ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom’ (Psalm 111:10); ‘The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge’ (Proverbs 1:7). ‘But the natural man does not re‐
ceive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually dis‐
cerned’ (1 Corinthians 2:14). A Christian cannot divorce the
spiritual nature of the battle from the battle itself. A non‐
Christian is not neutral. The Bible makes this very clear: ‘The one
who is not with Me is against Me, and the one who does not
gather with Me scatters’ (Matthew 12:30); ‘And this is the
condemnation, that the Light has come into the world, and men
loved darkness rather than the Light, because their deeds were
E vil’ (John 3:19). Agreeing to such terms of debate also implicitly
accepts their proposition that the Bible’s account of the uni‐
verse’s history is irrelevant to understanding that history!
Ultimately, God’s Word convicts 1 Peter 3:15 and other pas‐
sages make it clear we are to use every argument we can to con‐
vince people of the truth, and 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 says we are
to refute error (like Paul did in his ministry to the Gentiles).
Nonetheless, we must never forget Hebrews 4:12: ‘For the word
of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two‐edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing apart of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.’ Also, Isaiah 55:11: ‘So shall My word be,
which goes out of My mouth; it shall not return to Me void, but
it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall certainly do what I
sent it to do.’ Even though our human arguments may be pow‐
erful, ultimately it is God’s Word that convicts and opens people
to the truth. In all of our arguments, we must not divorce what
we are saying from the Word that convicts.
Practical application When someone tells me they want
‘proof’ or ‘evidence’, not the Bible, my response is as follows:
‘You might not believe the Bible but I do. And I believe it gives
me the right basis to understand this universe and correctly in‐
terpret the facts around me. I’m going to give you some exam‐
ples of how building my thinking on the Bible explains the world
and is not contradicted by science. For instance, the Bible states
that God made distinct kinds of animals and plants. Let me show
you what happens when I build my thinking on this presupposi‐
tion. I will illustrate how processes such as natural selection,
genetic drift, etc. can be explained and interpreted. You will see
how the science of genetics makes sense based upon the Bible.’
One can of course do this with numerous scientific examples,
Continued on p 5
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showing how the issue of sin and judgment, for example, is rele‐
vant to geology and fossil evidence. And how the Fall of man,
with the subsequent Curse on creation, makes sense of the evi‐
dence of harmful mutations, violence, and death.
Once I’ve explained some of this in detail, I then continue:
‘Now let me ask you to defend your position concerning these
matters. Please show me how your way of thinking, based on
your beliefs, makes sense of the same evidence. And I want you
to point out where my science and logic are wrong.’
In arguing this way, a Christian is:
1 Using biblical presuppositions to build a way of thinking to
interpret the evidence.
2 `Showing that the Bible and science go hand in hand
3 Challenging the presuppositions of the other person (many
are unaware they have these).
4 Forcing the debater to logically defend his position consis‐
tent with science and his own presuppositions (many will find
that they cannot do this).
5 Honoring the Word of God that convicts the soul.
Remember, it’s no good convincing people to believe in ‐
creation, without also leading them to believe and trust in the
Creator/Redeemer, Jesus Christ. God honors those who honor
His Word. We need to use God‐honoring ways of reaching peo‐
ple with the truth of what life is all about.
Naturalism, logic & reality Those arguing against creation may
not even be conscious of their most basic presupposition, one
which excludes God a priori, namely naturalism/materialism

THE JEWISH MESSIAH WAS PROCLAIMED
TO ISRAEL Yeshua‐Jesus Was He
Here are three fundamental statements that all
believers should be able to affirm without hesitation:
1) Jesus came to be the Messiah. This is the fundamental mes‐
sage of the New Testament, which is why we call him
“Christ” (meaning, “Messiah”). And it is a fundamental message
of the Scriptures that the Messiah had to suffer and die if he was
one day to rule and reign (see, e.g., Luke 24:25‐27, 44‐47), a
biblical truth that most of the Jewish people of Yeshua’s day
missed, a biblical truth that most Jews through the ages have
continued to miss.
Jesus explicitly identified himself as the Messiah in the Gospels
(see, e.g., Matthew 16:16‐17; Mark 14:61‐62; Luke 7:20‐23; John
4:25‐26; 5:39, 45‐47; 10:24‐25) – not as the suffering Messiah,
whom his people were supposed to reject so that he could die,
as opposed to the reigning Messiah, whom they would one day
receive, but simply as the Messiah – and that’s why the Gospel
authors frequently announced him as the Messiah (in Greek, the
Christ; see, e.g., Luke 2:11, 26; John 1:41; 3:28; 11:27; 20:31).
And that’s why the apostles proclaimed him as the Messiah in
Acts (see, e.g., Acts 2:31, 36; 3:18, 20; 4:26; 5:42; 8:5; 9:22; 17:2‐
3; 18:5, 28; 26:23).
I would encourage you to look up every reference cited here.
It is all quite simple, forthright, and easy to understand, and
nowhere is any distinction made between the suffering and
reigning Messiah. To repeat: Jesus is proclaimed as the Messiah
of Israel, period, and because he is the Messiah of Israel, he is

(everything came from matter, there is no supernatural, no prior
creative intelligence) The following two real‐life examples high‐
light some problems with that assumption: A young man ap‐
proached me at a seminar and stated, ‘Well, I still believe in the
big bang, and that we arrived here by chance random processes.
I don’t believe in God.’ I answered him, ‘Well, then obviously
your brain, and your thought processes, are also the product of
randomness. So you don’t know whether it evolved the right
way, or even what right would mean in that context. Young man,
you don’t know if you’re making correct statements or even
whether you’re asking me the right questions.’
The young man looked at me and blurted out, ‘What was that
book you recommended?’ He finally realized that his belief un‐
dercut its own foundations—such ‘reasoning’ destroys the very
basis for reason.
On another occasion, a man came to me after a seminar and
said, ‘Actually, I’m an atheist. Because I don’t believe in God, I
don’t believe in absolutes, so I recognize that I can’t even be
sure of reality.’ I responded, ‘Then how do you know you’re
really here making this statement?’ ‘Good point,’ he replied.
‘What point?’ I asked. The man looked at me, smiled, and said,
‘Maybe I should go home.’ I stated, ‘Maybe it won’t be there.’
‘Good point,’ the man said. ‘What point?’ I replied.
This man certainly got the message. If there is no God, ulti‐
mately, philosophically, how can one talk about reality? How can
one even rationally believe that there is such a thing as truth, let
alone decide what it is?
Information: www.answersingenesis.org

the Savior of the world.
2) The Jewish people rejected their Messiah. Although all Jews
are not Christ‐killers (God forbid!), and although the entire Jew‐
ish nation did not play a role in the crucifixion of Jesus, God held
the Jewish people in Jesus’ day responsible for his death and,
more significantly, he held them responsible for rejecting Jesus
the Messiah after his resurrection. The New Testament witness
is explicit and consistent on this. That’s why the apostles
preached to “the people of Israel” that they were guilty of re‐
jecting the Messiah (Acts 2:22‐23, 36; 3:13‐15, 17, 19; 4:10‐11;
5:30; 7:52; 13:27‐28; see also John 1:12), and that’s why Paul
spoke of Israel’s hardening, breaking off, stumbling, transgres‐
sion, and rejection (see Romans 9:31; 10:3; 11:7, 11‐12, 15, 20 –
although with the full expectation of Israel’s future redemption;
see Romans 11:11‐15, 25‐26). Again, I encourage you to take a
moment to look up these passages. They are striking in their
force and consistency. Because of this rejection, severe judg‐
ment came on the Jewish people in the first century, as prophe‐
sied by Yeshua with tears (see Luke 19:41‐44; see also Matthew
23:29‐37) and as taught in his parables (see, e.g., Matthew
21:33‐46; 22:1‐14).
As painful as this witness is, it cannot be rewritten, nor can
anyone lessen Israel’s guilt because it was God’s will that Jesus
died on the cross. To the contrary, just as it was God’s will that
Joseph be sold into Egyptian slavery and yet at the same time
his brothers were guilty of sinning against him (Genesis 44:16‐
45:5; 50:14‐20), so also it was God’s will that Yeshua die for our
sins while at the same time the Jewish people, Continued on p 6
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along with Herod and Pilate and the Romans, were
guilty of having him crucified (see Acts 2:22‐24;
4:27‐28).
It is scripturally impossible to claim that “the Jews cannot be
blamed for not accepting what was never offered.” A glorious
offer was made and refused, and that’s why Paul’s heart was
broken. (see Romans 9:1‐5)
3) Jesus remains the Jewish Messiah, and there is no salvation
for the Jewish people outside of faith in him. Jesus, Peter, and

RABBII ASHER LEVY

Paul declared that the message of the gospel was to Israel first,
and then from Israel to the nations (see Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8;
3:26; 13:32‐39; Romans 1:16; in Paul’s words to the Jewish lead‐
ers in Rome, it was “for the sake of the hope of Israel” that he
was bound in chains; Acts 28:20).
Dr. Michael Brown www.askdrbrown.org
For I am not ashamed of the Good News, since it is God’s
powerful means of bringing salvation to everyone who keeps
on trusting, to the Jew especially, but equally to the Gentile.
For in it is revealed how God makes people righteous in
His sight…. Romans 1:16‐17
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I was a Jewish Rabbi for 35 years. Born in Yugoslavia, I was
brought up in a very orthodox Jewish home. I was taught to say
formal prayers and wear phylacteries as prescribed for every pious Jew (Deuteronomy 6: 8; 11: 18). At the age of 15
I went to the theological school for Rabbis where I studied the Old Testament and Talmudic commentaries and six
years later I was ordained as Rabbi in Romania. Afterwards I served in Belgium, England and California.
Outwardly I was happy and successful in my ministry but in my heart I was restless and discontented because I
suffered much as a result of the emptiness of life in general. Six years ago I met a Jewish man with whom I discussed
this matter. I did not know that he was a believer in Jesus Christ. His advice was: "Read Isaiah 53." I then read this
well‐known chapter concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which says that He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities. I felt urged further to examine the Hebrew Scriptures and found these words written by
the same prophet: For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoul‐
ders: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. “The zeal of
the Lord of hosts will perform this (Isaiah 9:6, 7). I also read: Hear ye now, O House of David; is it a small thing for
you to weary men, but will ye weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; behold a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son. and shall call his name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:13, 14). "Immanuel" means "God with us”.
This proved to me that Jesus was and is the Messiah in Whom all the prophecies were fulfilled. Meanwhile I had
found a clear portrait of the Messiah in a small book which I had the privilege of getting into my hands. It was my
first introduction to the New Testament. I started reading it like any other book, from the beginning: “The book of
the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David son of Abraham," and found to my amazement that I was reading a
Jewish book about a Jew. By reading it carefully I came to the conclusion that Jesus Christ was a Jew of the race of
Abraham and David; that He was born of a Jewish virgin in the Jewish town of Bethlehem; of a Jewish tribe, the tribe
of Judah.
Because He knew the Law and the Prophets I followed Him on His journeys through the Holy
Land, listened to His beautiful sayings and teaching, observed and admired His compassion and
healings. It became my spiritual food. His promise of forgiveness of sins and eternal life lo
those who believe in Him, drew me till I trusted Him as my Messiah and my personal savior.
I want to confirm the fact that my heart does not condemn me for my new belief, because I
feel that I am still a Jew and shall always be a Jew. I have not renounced our inheritance of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob. Like Paul I can say after my acceptance of Christ as my Savior: Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israel‐
ites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. (I Corinthians 11:22) Thus I repeat with pride the word of
Romans 1:16: For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first. and also to the Greek.
The brilliant example of the great apostle Paul influenced me very much and gave me the courage to accept the
Lord Jesus as my personal Savior. Paul first was a zealous persecutor of Christ and then became His most faithful
follower. He was a disciple of that great doctor of the Law, Raban Gamaliel, at whose feet he sat. It is believed that
Continued on p 7
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Raban Gamaliel became a follower of Christ before Paul did.
The Bible tells us that some wanted to kill Peter and the other
apostles because they were preaching Christ so boldly. Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named
Gamaliel, a doctor of the Law, had a reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a
little space; and said unto them. Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you intend to do as touching these
men. . . And now I say unto you, refrain from these men and let them alone, for if this counsel or this work be of men
it will come to naught, but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, lest haply ye be found even to fight against God
(Acts 5:34, 35, 38, 39).
It is two thousand years since the lowly Galilean, Jesus, traversed the hills and dales of Israel, and He is still Master
of the world. His Gospel is still preached. and Christ's name as Messiah of Israel is still proclaimed. And His message
is still repeated everywhere: For God so loved. the world, that He gave his only begotten Son. that whosoever believ‐
eth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
— Hear, O Israel.

B IBLICAL HERMENEUTICS
Keep reminding people of this, and charge
them solemnly before the Lord not to engage in
word‐battles. They accomplish nothing useful and are a
catastrophe for the hearers! Do all you can to present
yourself to God as someone worthy of his approval, as a worker
with no need to be ashamed, because he deals straightfor‐
wardly with the Word of the Truth. But keep away from godless
babbling, for those who engage
in it will only become more ungodly, … II Timothy 2:14‐16
We must understand the four basic modes of Scripture inter‐
pretation used by the rabbis. These are:
(1) P’shat (“simple”)—the plain, literal sense of the text, more or
less what modern scholars mean by “grammatical‐historical exe‐
gesis,” which looks to the grammar of the language and the his‐
torical setting as background for deciding what a passage means.
Modern scholars often consider grammatical‐historical exegesis
the only valid way to deal with a text; pastors who use other ap‐
proaches in their sermons usually feel defensive about it before
academics. But the rabbis had three other modes of interpreting
Scripture ,and their validity should not be excluded in advance
but related to the validity of their implied presuppositions. eg.
Mattityahu‐Matthew 1:23 (Isaiah 7:14b), 2:6 (Micah 5:1)
(2) Remez (“hint”)—wherein a word, phrase or other element in
the text hints at a truth not conveyed by the p’shat. The implied
presupposition is that God can hint at things of which the Bible
writers themselves were unaware. eg. Mattityahu‐Matthew 2:15
(Hosea 11:1)
(3) Drash or midrash (“search”)—an allegorical or homiletical
application of a text. This is a species of eisegesis—reading one’s
own thoughts into the text—as opposed to exegesis, which is
extracting from the text what it actually says. The implied presup‐

position is that the words of Scripture can legitimately become
grist for the mill of human intellect, which God can guide to
truths not directly related to the text at all. eg. Messianic Jews‐
Hebrews 11:8‐10
(4) Sod (“secret”)—a mystical or hidden meaning arrived at by
operating on the numerical values of the Hebrew letters, noting
unusual spellings, transposing letters, and the like. For example,
two words, the numerical equivalents of whose letters add up to
the same amount, are good candidates for revealing a secret
through what Arthur Koestler in his book on the inventive mind
called “bisociation of ideas.” The implied presupposition is that
God invests meaning in the minutest details of Scripture, even
the individual letters. eg. Revelation 13:17‐18 The name of Mes‐
siah in Greek, Iêsous, equals 888; 7 is regarded as the perfect
number; and triple repetition symbolizes absolute ultimacy (as in
Isaiah 6:3, “Holy, holy, holy is Adonai of Hosts.”). Therefore 888
means that Yeshua is absolutely and ultimately beyond perfec‐
tion, while 666 means that the beast in every respect falls short
of perfection and is therefore absolutely and ultimately imperfect
and evil.
The presuppositions underlying remez, drash and sod obviously
express God’s omnipotence, but they also express his love for
humanity, in the sense that he chooses out of love to use extraor‐
dinary means for reaching people’s hearts and minds. At the
same time, it is easy to see how remez, drash and sod can be
abused, since they all allow, indeed require, subjective interpre‐
tation; and this explains why scholars, who deal with the objec‐
tive world, hesitate to use them.
These four methods of working a text are remembered by the
Hebrew word “PaRDeS,” an acronym formed from the initials; it
means “orchard” or “garden.”
Jewish New Testament Commentary by David H. Stern,
Jewish New Testament Publications, Inc.

July 26, 2013.
The University of Denver announced today that it has reached a negotiated resolution of a com‐
plaint regarding third party campus access. The complaint was filed by Re'uben Drebenstedt, on
behalf of Menorah Ministries, in 2012.
As part of the resolution, Drebenstedt and Menorah Ministries will be allowed on campus per University policies for such ac‐
cess, as well as the distribution of materials. This resolution is in keeping with the University of Denver's commitment to create
an inclusive and diverse campus that respects all points of view. See … www.menorah.org/presrls.html
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7 years Tribulation

I will say to the North, ‘Give them up!’ and to the South, ‘Don’t hold them back!’ Bring my
sons from far away, and my daughters from the ends of the earth Yesha’yahu‐Isaiah 43:6
T ENT M INISTRY
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