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The key to understanding the chronology of the events leading up to and including Jesus' crucifixion and
resurrec on is that there were two Sabbaths in that week, with a day of prepara on between them.
This makes all of the Gospels accounts fall into place. The fulfillment of Christ's words become clear.
A correct harmoniza on of all the facts will bear this out.

THE EVENTS:

HOW WE KNOW:

TUESDAY

John and Peter were sent ahead of me to locate the
place of the meal and to make prepara ons for it (Mark
14.12‐16).

Nisan 13
Jesus and the twelve disciples come into Jerusalem
from Bethany, to partake of the Passover meal.
WEDNESDAY
Nisan 14
Prepara on day for the annual, not weekly, Sabbath.
Jesus ate an early‐evening Passover meal not a full Se‐
der with His disciples. A er the meal, He walks with His
disciples towards the Mt. of Olives.
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Jesus was betrayed by Judas at the olive grove in
Gethsemane, arrested and brought before the high
priest, Caiaphas.

In the morning, Jesus was brought before Pilate the
governor.

Annual Sabbath begins at sunset. Sunset at this me
of year in Jerusalem, is about 6:30 to 7:00 PM.
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THURSDAY

1

Nisan 15

D
A
Y

Jesus' body was placed in the tomb at twilight

This was the first annual Sabbath or high‐day ‐ the
first day of Unleavened Bread. Tomb is guarded and
secured by sealing it with a stone. The annual Sabbath
ends at sunset.
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Pesach of Passover is observed on the 14th of Nisan
every year (Vayikra‐Levi cus 23.5). Jesus and His disci‐
ples partook of a Passover in the early evening of the
previous day. (Days are calculated from sunset‐to‐
sunset, not midnight‐to‐midnight.) * see note page 8
Gethsemane is at the foot of the Mount of Olives, not
far from the brook Kidron, and takes its name from a
cave there that contained an oil press — thus, Gat‐
Shmanim.
Luke 23.44 shows that Jesus died around the ninth
hour or approximately 3 PM. He would have been bur‐
ied before sunset because of the approaching Sabbath,
for that Sabbath day was a high‐day (John 19.31).

Trial ends at daybreak.

Jesus was crucified and dies around 3 PM

Mark 14.17

John 19.31 men ons that the day following Jesus'
crucifixion was a high day as opposed to the weekly
seventh‐day Sabbath. TWO Sabbaths – first an annual
Holy Day and then the regular weekly Sabbath – are
men oned in the Gospel accounts. Compare Mark 16.1
with Luke 23.56

The 15th of Nisan is the first Holy Day, high‐day, or
annual Sabbath of the 7‐day fes val of Unleavened
Bread. It begins at sunset on the 14th.
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FRIDAY
D
A
Y

Nisan 16
With the annual Sabbath now over, the women
bought and prepared spices for anoin ng Jesus' body.

2

The weekly Sabbath begins at sunset Friday night.
No work is to be done as commanded in the fourth
comment.

N
I
G
H
T

3
SATURDAY

D
A
Y

Nisan 17
The weekly Sabbath.
The women rested on the weekly Sabbath.

N
I
G
H
T

The weekly Sabbath ends at sunset Saturday night.

4

SUNDAY

D
A
Y

Nisan 18
The women brought the prepared spices early in the
morning while it was s ll dark. When they arrived they
found that Jesus had already arisen. Sunday night,
Twilight

C

Defini on of Twilight 1: 1 the light from the sky
between full night and sunrise or between sunset
and full night ……… also : a me of twilight 2 a : an
intermediate state that is not clearly defined
…… lived in the twilight of neutrality
Merriam‐Webster Dic onary

3

Jesus rose around sunset, exactly three days and
three nights (72 hours) a er burial, to fulfill the sign of
Jonah and authen cate Jesus' Messiahship.
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Mark 16:1 tells us, "And when the Sabbath was past,
Mary Magdalene and Mary (the mother of James and
Salome), bought sweet spices that they might come
and anoint Him." Luke's account also describes how the
women "prepared the spices and ointments" and then
they "rested on the Sabbath day according to the com‐
mandment." (Luke 23.56) Thus, according to these two
accounts, they bought the spices and prepared them
a er the Sabbath and yet before the Sabbath. There
had to be two Sabbaths involved here with a day of
prepara on between them.
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Jesus' promise was fulfilled exactly as he said it
would. He said that, like the prophet Jonah, He would
be entombed three days and three nights and that then
He would be raised up from the dead the third day
a er His crucifixion and death (Ma hew 12.39‐40;
17.23; 20.19).
Jesus' resurrec on had already taken place by the
me Mary Magdalene arrived at dawn Sunday morn‐
ing. (John 20.1‐2) In Ma hew's account he states that
"In the end of [or a er] the Sabbath (s), as it began to
dawn toward the first day of the week" they came to
see the sepulcher (Mt. 28.1) The original Greek word
used here for Sabbath is actually plural and should be
translated "Sabbaths."

Legend:
= A representa on of
Twilight. The approaching of the end of a day
(day me) and start of a new day (night) represent‐
ed by the smaller lines on each side of the middle
large line. As both meet there is a point at which
they merge and loose dis nc veness much like we
can see in a sunrise or sunset.
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From The Companion Bible published by Kregel Publica ons (1922)
Appendix 156. "SIX DAYS BEFORE THE PASSOVER"
(John 12:1)
We are furnished by Scripture with certain facts and fixed points which, taken together, enable us
(1) to determine the events which filled up the days of "the last week" of our Lord's life on earth; (2)
to fix the day of His crucifixion; and (3) to ascertain the dura on of the me He remained in the tomb.
The diﬃcul es connected with these three have arisen (1) from not having noted these fixed points; (2) from the
fact of Gen les' not having been conversant with the law concerning the three great feasts of the LORD; and (3)
from not having reckoned the days as commencing (some six hours before our own) and running from sunset to
sunset, instead of from midnight to midnight.
To remove these diﬃcul es, we must note:
I. That the first day of each of the three feasts, Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles, was "a holy convoca on", a
"Sabbath" on which no servile work was to be done. See Lev. 23:7, 24, 35. Cp. Ex. 12:16.
"That Sabbath" and the "high day" of John 19:31, was the "holy convoca on", the first day of the feast, which quite
overshadowed the ordinary weekly Sabbath.
It was called by the Jews Yom tov ( = Good day), and this is the gree ng on that day throughout Jewry down to the
present me. This great Sabbath, having been mistaken from the earliest mes for the weekly Sabbath, has led to
all the confusion.
II. This has naturally caused the further diﬃculty as to the Lord's statement that "even as Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights, so shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three
nights" (Ma . 12:40). Now, while it is quite correct to speak according to Hebrew idiom of "three days" or "three
years", while they are only parts of three days or three years, yet that idiom does not apply in a case like this, where
"three nights" are men oned in addi on to "three days". It will be noted that the Lord not only definitely states this,
but repeats the full phraseology, so that we may not mistake it. See the subject fully discussed in Appendix. 144.
III. We have therefore the following facts furnished for our sure guidance :
1. The "high day" of John 19:31 was the first day of the feast.
2. The "first day of the feast" was on the 15th day of Nisan.
3. The 15th day of Nisan, commenced at sunset on what we should call the 14th.
4. "Six days before the Passover" (John 12:1) takes us back to the 9th day of Nisan.
5. "A er two days is the Passover" (Ma . 26:2. Mark 14:1) takes us to the 13th day of Nisan.
6. "The first day of the week", the day of the resurrec on (Ma . 28:1, &c.), was from our Saturday sunset to our
Sunday sunset. This fixes the days of the week, just as the above fix the days of the month, for:
7. Reckoning back from this, "three days and three nights" (Ma . 12:40), we arrive at the day of the burial,
which must have been before sunset, on the 14th of Nisan; i.e. before our Wednesday sunset.
8. This makes the sixth day before the Passover (the 9th day of Nisan) to be our Thursday sunset to Friday sun‐
set. Therefore Wednesday, Nisan 14th (commencing on the Tuesday at sunset), was "the prepara on day", on
which the crucifixion took place : for all four Gospels definitely say that this was the day on which the Lord was
buried (before our Wednesday sunset), "because it was the prepara on [day]" the bodies should not remain
upon the cross on the Sabbath day, "for that Sabbath day was a high day", and, therefore, not the ordinary sev‐
enth day, or weekly Sabbath. See John 19:31
IV. It follows, therefore, that the Lord being crucified on "the prepara on day" could not have eaten of the Passover
lamb, which was not slain un l the evening of the 14th of Nisan (i.e. a ernoon). On that day the daily sacrifice was
killed at the 6th hour (noon) and oﬀered about the 7th hour (1 p.m.). The killing of the Passover lambs began direct‐
ly a erwards. Thus it is clear, that if the killing of the Passover lambs did not commence un l about four hours a er
our Lord had been hanging upon the Cross, and would not have been concluded at the ninth hour (3 p.m.) when "He
gave up the ghost;"—no "Passover lamb" could have been eaten at the "last supper" on the previous evening.
V. With these facts before us, we are now in a posi on to fill in the several days of the Lord's last week with the
events recorded in the Gospels. By no ng that the Lord returned to Bethany (or to the Mount of Olives) each night
of that week, we are able to determine both the several days and the events that took place in them.
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THE SIXTH DAY BEFORE PESACH—THE PASSOVER, THE 9th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Thursday sunset to Friday sunset)
MATTHEW
The Lord approaches Jerusalem from Jericho

MARK

LUKE

..........

19:1‐10

He passes our Thursday night at the house of Zacchaeus

19:5

And delivers the Parable of the Pounds

19:11‐27

He proceeds toward Jerusalem

19:28

He sends two disciples for an "ass" and a "colt"

JOHN

21:1‐7

(2 animals)
And makes His first entry from Bethphage (not Bethany)

21:8, 9

He is unexpected, and they ask "Who is this?"

21:10, 11

He cleanses the Temple

21:12‐16

He returns to Bethany

21:17

12:1

THE FIFTH DAY BEFORE PESACH— THE PASSOVER, THE 10th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Friday sunset to Saturday sunset.)

The Lord passes the Sabbath at Bethany; and a er sunset (on
our Saturday), the first of three suppers was made, probably at
the house of Lazarus, in Bethany.

MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

............

............

............

12:2

At this supper the first of two anoin ngs took place

12:3‐11

THE FOURTH DAY BEFORE THE PESACH— PASSOVER, THE 11th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Saturday sunset to Sunday sunset), the Gen le "Palm Sunday".

The second, or triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He sends two
disciples for a colt (one animal).

MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

............

11:1‐7

19:29‐35

12:12‐15

1:8‐10

19:36‐40

12:12‐19

The Lord starts from Bethany (not Bethphage) and is met by
mul tudes from Jerusalem.
He weeps over the city.

19:41‐44

He enters the Temple, looks around.

11:11
11:11

And Returns to Bethany.
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THE THIRD DAY BEFORE THE PESACH— PASSOVER, THE 12th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Sunday sunset to Monday sunset).

MATTHEW

MARK

21:18

11:12

21:19‐22

11:13,
14

In the morning (our Monday a.m.) the Lord returns to

LUKE

JOHN

Jerusalem.
The Fig‐tree cursed.

11:15‐
17

The Temple. Further cleansing.

19:45, 46

In the Temple. Further teaching. "Certain Greeks".

19:47‐

Opposi on of Rulers.

11:18

He goes out of the city (probably to Bethany;

11:19

12:20‐50

19:‐47, 48

see Luke 21:37, 38, below).
THE SECOND DAY BEFORE THE PESACH— PASSOVER, THE 13th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Monday sunset to Tuesday sunset).
MATTHEW
In the morning (our Tuesday a.m.) on the way to Jerusalem, the
ques on of the disciples about the Fig Tree.
In Jerusalem again; and in the Temple.

In Jerusalem teaching in Parables; and ques ons.

MARK

LUKE

11:20‐
26

.............

21:23‐27

11:27‐
33

20:1‐8

21:28‐23:39

12:1‐44

20:9‐
21:4

The first great prophecy, in the Temple.

21:5‐36

(Parenthe cal statement as to the Lord's custom during this
week).

21:37,
38

The second great prophecy, on the Mount of Olives.

24:1‐51

The second great prophecy, con nued.

25:1‐46

"A er two days is the Passover".

26:1‐5

14:1, 2

He returns to Bethany, and is present at the second supper in the
house of Simon the leper. The second Anoin ng.

26:6‐13

14:3‐9
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13:1‐37
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THE DAY BEFORE THE PESACH— PASSOVER — THE 14th DAY OF NISAN —
"THE PREPARATION DAY" — THE DAY OF THE CRUCIFIXION.
(Our Tuesday sunset to Wednesday sunset).
MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

The plot of Judas Iscariot to betray the Lord.

26:14‐16

14:10, 11

22:1‐6

The "prepara on" for the last supper .

26:17‐19

14:12‐16

22:7‐13

"The even was come" (our Tuesday a er sunset) when the plot
for the betrayal was ripe for execu on.

26:20

14:17

JOHN

13:1‐20

The last supper, commencing with the washing of the feet.
The announcement of the betrayal.

26:21‐25

14:18‐21

The supper eaten, the "New Covenant" made (Jer. 31:31). The
lamb abolished, bread and wine subs tuted.

26:26‐29

14:22‐25

13:21‐30
22:14‐23

13:31‐38

The first prophecy of Peter's denials.
The strife; who should be the greatest.

22:24‐30

The second prophecy of Peter's denials.

22:31‐34

The final appeal to His first commission (Luke 9:3).

22:35‐38
14:1‐17:26

The last discourse to the eleven, followed by His prayer.
26:30‐35

They go to Gethsemane.
The third prophecy of Peter's denials.

14:26‐29

22:39

18:1

14:30, 31

The agony in the garden.

26:36‐46

14:32‐42

22:40‐46

The apprehension of the Lord.

26:47‐56

14:43‐50

22:47‐54

18:2‐11

22:54‐
23:25

18:12‐19:13

14:51, 52

The escape of Lazarus (see notes on Mark 14:51, 52).
The trials: con nued throughout our Tuesday night.

26:57‐
27:31

14:53‐
15:19

About the sixth hour (our Tuesday midnight) Pilate said "Behold
your King".

19:14, 15

27:31‐34

Led away to be crucified.
And "led with Him" two "malefactors" (kakourgoi).

15:20‐23

23:26‐31

19:16, 17

23:32, 33

19:18

__Con nued on page 7__
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_Con nued from Page 6_

THE DAY BEFORE THE PASSOVER ‐ THE 14th DAY OF NISAN

MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

19:19‐22

Discussion with Pilate about the Inscrip ons.
The dividing of the garments.

27:35‐37

15:24

23:34

19:23, 24

15:25, 26

"It was the third hour, and they crucified Him" (our 9 a.m. Wednesday).
"Then were there two robbers" (lestai) crucified with Him".

27:38

The reviling's of the rulers, both "robbers", and one "malefactor".

27:39‐44

15:27, 28
15:29‐32 23:35‐43

The Lord's mother and John.

19:25, 27

"The sixth hour" (our Wednesday noon) and the darkness.

27:45‐49

15:33

23:44,

"The ninth hour" (our Wednesday 3 p.m.) and the expiring cry.

27:50

15:34‐37

23:46

Subsequent events

27:51‐56

15:38‐41 23:47‐49 19:31‐37

Buried in haste before sunset (our Wednesday about 6 p.m.), before the
"high day" (the first day of the Feast began), our Wednesday sunset.

27:57‐66

15:42‐47 23:50‐56 19:38‐42

19:28‐30

"THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEAST" ‐ "THE HIGH DAY" (Yom tov) THE 15th DAY OF NISAN.
(Our Wednesday sunset to Thursday sunset.)
THE FIRST NIGHT AND FIRST DAY IN THE TOMB.
THE SECOND DAY OF THE FEAST ‐ THE 16th DAY OF NISAN.
(Our Thursday sunset to Friday sunset.)
THE SECOND NIGHT AND SECOND DAY IN THE TOMB.
THE THIRD DAY OF THE FEAST ‐ "THE (WEEKLY) SABBATH" THE 17th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Friday sunset to Saturday sunset.)
THE THIRD NIGHT AND THIRD DAY IN THE TOMB.
"THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK" ‐ THE 18th DAY OF NISAN
(Our Saturday sunset : "the third day" of Ma hew 16:21, & cannot be the third day of the Feast.)

CONCLUSION
Thus the Resurrec on of the Lord took place at our Saturday

MATTHEW

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

sunset or thereabouts on "the third day"; cp. "a er three days"

28:1‐10

16:1‐18

24:1‐49

20:1‐23

(Ma hew 27:63 Mark 8:31)
It will be seen from the previous pages that we have neither power nor authority to alter or shi any day or
date; or to change the order or posi on of any of the events recorded in the Holy Writ. Each day is marked by a
return to Bethany during the last week (up to the Prepara on Day); and each day is filled with the recorded
events.
_Con nued from Page 8_
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_Con nued from Page 7_
It follows, therefore, that the Lord was crucified on our Wednesday; was buried on that day before sunset; and
remained "three days and three nights" in the tomb, as foretold by Him in Ma . 12:40; rising from the dead on
"the third day", "the first day of the week". The fixed days and dates, at either end, hold the whole period as in
a vice, and place the whole subject on a sure founda on. (*1) The words in Mark 14:12 and Luke 22:7 refer to
"the first day of unleavened bread", which was the 14th day of Nisan, and therefore "the prepara on day". That
is why the Lord goes on to tell the two disciples to go and make prepara on for the Passover.
*note from p. 1, How we know, Tuesday Nisan 13 on Ma hew 26:2‐17 Pesach (“Passover”) is the fes val
established in Exodus 12:1–13:16 to commemorate the freeing of the Jews from Egyp an slavery and their es‐
tablishment as a na on and as the people of God. The central event of the original Passover was the slaughter
by each Jewish family of a lamb “without blemish or spot,” whereupon God spared the firstborn sons of the Isra‐
elites but slew those of the Egyp ans. When Yochanan the Immerser speaks of Yeshua/Jesus as the “lamb of
God” (John 1:29), he is invoking both Temple and Pesach imagery (see also 1 Corinthians 5:6–8&N). The
Last
Supper (vv. 17–30 of this chapter) is understood by most scholars to have been a Passover meal or Seder (v.
17N). Many Pesach themes are deepened, reinforced and given new levels of meaning by the events in the life
of Yeshua the Messiah and by his words on this night. However, it may have been not the Seder but a seudat‐
mitzvah, the celebratory “banquet accompanying performance of a commandment” such as a wedding or b’rit‐
milah (circumcision).
Here is the background for his argument. When a rabbi and his students finish studying a tractate of the Tal‐
mud, they celebrate with a seudat‐mitzvah (also called a seudat‐siyum, “banquet of comple on,” i.e., gradua‐
on). The Fast of the Firstborn, expressing gra tude for the saving of Israel’s firstborn sons from the tenth
plague (compare Luke 2:22–24&N), has been prescribed for the day before Pesach, Nisan 14, at least since Mish‐
naic mes. When it is necessary to eat a seudat‐mitzvah, this takes precedence over a fast. With a modicum of
foresight a rabbi can plan to complete a tractate on Nisan 14 and thus avoid having to fast; doing so is not con‐
strued as chea ng, and in fact it has become the custom.
The tradi on of the Fast of the Firstborn dates at least from Mishnaic mes. But, if it goes back a couple centu‐
ries more to the me of Yeshua, and if the seudat‐siyum custom applied in the first century to the comple ng of
any course of study, then Yeshua might have arranged to have himself and his talmidim finish reading a book of
the Tanakh on Nisan 14. Or, since Yeshua knew he was to die, he may have regarded it as appropriate to com‐
plete his disciples’ earthly “course of study” with a banquet. This solu on would also resolve the perceived con‐
flict between Yochanan and the Synop c Gospels over the ming of the Last Supper (see John 13:29&N,
18:28N).
However, most of these notes on the Last Supper are based on the assump on that the event was in fact a
Passover Seder. The first day for matzah (“unleavened bread”). Pesach is also known as the Fes val of Matzah
because an essen al element in it is ea ng only unleavened bread throughout its seven days (Exodus 12:15–20).
Furthermore, during that period, “no chametz [“yeast, leaven”] must be found in your houses” (Exodus 12:19).
Tradi onally, the day before the Fes val begins is the day when the last chametz must be removed from the
house and burned, and from that moment on the only bread found in the house will be matzah. Thus “the first
day for matzah” is the day before the start of Pesach. Since according to the Jewish calendar a day begins at sun‐
down, what this means is that the chametz is burned around midmorning, and Pesach commences with the Se‐
der service a er the sun has set.
‐Notes from the Jewish New Testament Commentary, Dr. David Stern. ‐
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Sunday Saturday Friday Thursday Wednesday Tuesday Monday Sunday Saturday Friday Thursday Wednesday
Pesach
18
17
16
15
14
13
12
11
10
9
8
7
Resurrec on Passover start

T

Burial

Last Supper‐Seder

, between night & day light‐start of Biblical day
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see page 9

R

6 Days before
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of A
We bless you from the house of A
.

.

Psalm 18:26

The precise ming of Yeshua's crucifixion was given to God's Chosen People, the Jews, when God re‐
vealed to the prophet Daniel (9:24) how the Jews could calculate the precise day of the revealing of the
Messiah. Talking of a 490 year period, the prophet foresaw that it would begin “from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem” (9:25). In the book of Nehemiah, we learn that this
command was given "in the month Nisan [on the Hebrew calendar], in the twen eth year of the
king" (2:1). The king was Artaxerxes Longimanus who ruled from 465 to 425 B.C. The prophet Daniel
said that 483 years from that date, the Messiah would be revealed to Israel, but He would then "be cut
oﬀ, but not for himself" (9:26). This prophecy refers to the crucifixion when Yeshua died, or was cut oﬀ,
for the sins of the world.
483 years later, to the day, was Sunday, April 6, 32 A.D. On that day, which we commemorate as Palm
Sunday, Yeshua rode into Jerusalem on a donkey and revealed Himself as Israel's Messiah. He was
killed four days later, thus fulfilling the prophecy that He would be revealed and then cut oﬀ or killed.
Hosanna, you are the God who saves us, worthy of all our praises.
Since the Jewish genealogical records were destroyed in 70 A.D., along with the destruc on of Jerusa‐
lem and the Temple, it would not be possible for anyone else to claim to be the Messiah and prove
that their lineage traced back to King David.
The scriptures foretold that the Messiah would come while the Temple in Jerusalem was s ll stand‐
ing.
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